
	
	Supporting literacy difficulties and learners with dyslexia in the classroom



	Background to dyslexia
Most children will learn to read naturally if they attend school regularly, are taught using a systematic and progressive phonics-based programme in the early stages and have a supportive background. However, for some children, the development of literacy is more of a challenge. Some of these pupils are identified as having dyslexic difficulties. Dyslexia is a specific learning difficulty which can result in significant, persistent problems in learning to read and spell. Learners with dyslexia have difficulties with words. In particular, this affects phonological processing which makes it hard to remember sounds and sequences of sounds. This can lead to problems with remembering vocabulary accurately and getting a sentence out coherently. 
You will often notice learners confuse ‘b’ and ‘d’ but they can have visual discrimination difficulties which also leads to confusion with ‘y’, ‘u’, and ‘g’, ’i ’ and ‘j’, ‘m’ and ‘n’, ‘p’ and ‘q’, ‘t’ and ‘l’, to name just a few. 
Learners with dyslexia are far from lazy and often have great difficulties with working and short term memory. In fact, they have to make an extra effort to achieve the same as peers of similar cognitive ability. This can be extremely tiring for them.
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	Supporting oral skills 
1. Read to children frequently from a variety of texts, including poetry, as rhyme is an important skill in developing oral language. 
2. Teach vocabulary explicitly. Talk about what a word looks like/rhymes with/the number of syllables within the word/what it means and how it would be used in a sentence. 
3. Make time and plan for children to talk to each other formally and informally. Set up role play areas even for older children. Link the area to topics being covered in class.   
Useful sites:
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/ is a helpful website for project ideas and helpful resources. 
www.wordsforlife.literacytrust.org.uk/ is a good site for finding rhymes and songs. It also provides milestones of how a child’s oral skills develop from birth to 11. 



	Supporting reading in the classroom
1. Ensure the learner has a book they can read! Use the five finger test as a rough guide (no more than five errors on a page of text).
2. Use reading records to make constructive comments about strengths and areas that need help and encouragement.  
3. Check comprehension at regular intervals, not just at the end of a chapter. Encourage pupils to retell/ summarise orally in pairs or groups.



	
	Supporting reading in the classroom continued
4. Make sure pupils read aloud to someone daily, but don’t ask a learner with dyslexia to read aloud in front of a class unless you know they will do this happily. Instead, learners could have quiet reading time with the class teacher/TA or alternatively you could give the child advanced time to read pre-selected reading material, to be practised at home the day before. This will help ensure that the child is seen to be able to read out loud, along with other children.
5. Establish good home/school links and encourage parents to hear their child read. If this causes difficulties at home, help parents to work with their child in less stressful ways, e.g. via games.
6. Introduce paired/shared reading activities to improve reading fluency, aid understanding and build confidence. The child could sit next to a ‘reading buddy’ who can help them with reading when necessary.
7. Using a structured reading scheme that involves repetition and introduces new words slowly is extremely important. This allows the child to develop confidence and self-esteem when reading.
8. Promote appropriate books continuously. Identify books which are of interest to reluctant readers and also consider books that work for learners with dyslexia (books with a dyslexia-friendly font for example). 
9. The child could read and listen to books in different formats such as through audio devices or on screens. Story tapes can be of great benefit for the enjoyment and enhancement of vocabulary. 
10. Reading windows can be valuable to block off text above and below the targeted line.
11. Finally, remember reading should be fun!  




	
	Supporting writing in the classroom
1. Scaffold writing activities using writing frames, VCOP pyramids and ‘mind maps’ or ‘thought showers’ to encourage the child to think of everything pertinent to a particular subject. Related points can be colour coded. Post-it notes are great as they can be moved around once the ideas have been noted down. 
2. Keep copying from the board to an absolute minimum. If copying is necessary, try alternating the colours of each line to help your learner track their place. 
3. Encourage learners to ‘talk it out’ before writing. Let them talk to a partner about their ideas so they have clarified their thoughts before actually writing. 
4. Provide short achievable tasks for class work. Determine how much needs to be completed in a time limit and give motivational feedback.
5. Allow pupils to record their work using alternative formats (video recordings/spoken recordings/word processor/powerpoint). 
6. Offer a choice of paper size, shape, colour, lined/ unlined, graph and a range of media. 
7. Allow learners to use a scribe when appropriate (human/computer based/exam reader pen).
8. Encourage thinking about the questions
Who...? What...? When...? Where...? and How...?
9. If handwriting practice is needed, it is essential to use words that present no problem to the learner with dyslexia in terms of meaning or spelling.
10. A cursive joined style is most helpful to children with dyslexic problems. Make sure a small reference chart is available to serve as a constant reminder for the cursive script in upper and lower case. If beneficial, use pencil grips or alternative pencils/pens to improve control.



Organisation in the classroom to support learners
	It is important to remember that in addition to difficulties with reading, writing and spelling, learners with dyslexia, or/and weak literacy skills, may have a limited auditory memory, poor organisational skills and low self-esteem. The following ideas will help these children to learn more effectively in class and are reminders of good practice for learners with literacy difficulties.



	Good classroom practice to support learners

1. Writing on the interactive whiteboard is clear and well-spaced, read out loud and discussed. The board should not have a glare and a buff-coloured background could be used.
2. All children have a clear view of the teaching screen, without distractions, and visual prompts are used.
3. Copying from the board is kept to an absolute minimum. If copying is necessary, try alternating the colours of each line to help learners track their place. 
4. Spoken instructions are kept as short as possible; are supported by visual aids or pictures, with checks made for understanding. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]5. Displays are uncluttered, at a height that can be accessed by pupils and are supported by graphics whenever possible. Interactive displays are valuable, which could include talking postcards, word lists and topic vocabulary, photographs and pictures.

6. Organisation of learning includes children working with partners and in a variety of groupings.

7. The classroom is appropriately lit and well-ventilated to provide a comfortable learning environment.



	
	Supporting spelling in the classroom
Remember learners with dyslexia have great difficulty with spelling. They can have poor visual and/or auditory memories so they cannot remember what a word looks like or what it sounds like. Sometimes they cannot match phonemes with symbols, that is, they lack sound/symbol correspondence. 
1. Teach spellings in a multisensory way. There are lots of good ways using all the senses, e.g. tracing letters in the air, writing letters in sand, spelling words with plastic letters (sometimes with eyes shut) or using plastic letters to muddle and remake words.
2. Promote good spelling strategies. For example, for the words ‘jaw drop’ you could ask the child to say the words, split it into syllables, write each individual syllable using different colours, cut it up, close their eyes and visualise it, and spell it again.
3. Spelling mistakes identified should be those appropriate to the child’s spelling level.
4. Use ICT games such as Word Shark or Starspell to reinforce spellings.
5. Use of the ACE dictionary or a simplified spelling dictionary. The ACE dictionary provides a spelling aid and improves phonological skills by focusing on syllable division and the significance of vowel sounds.
6. Provide spelling lanes, word banks and key word charts, showing children clearly how to use them.
7. Use mnemonics (cued spelling) for common irregular words. Link this to a picture and get the child to draw and visualise it e.g. big elephants can add up sums easily = because
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	Good use of resources
1. Where identified, coloured overlays are available or/and worksheets are printed on coloured paper.
2. The use of table-top prompts are encouraged e.g. spelling prompts; key words lists; sound mats.
3. Practical, multisensory equipment is available to support learning.

4. Visual reminders are supplied where a number of tasks or activities are involved.

5. The use of technology is used to support learning and is easily accessed (talking tins, laptops and spell checkers etc.).
6. When appropriate, there is a choice of handwriting tools e.g. pencils with grips.
7. A range of dyslexia friendly resources are available, such rainbow arcs, word lists, spelling and handwriting prompts.
8. Coloured markers are used when appropriate for key concepts, linking ideas, differentiating between instructions and information.  
9. Resources, including trays and drawers, are labelled with writing and graphics, and are easily accessible.



	
	Supporting spelling in the classroom continued
8. Pre-teach spellings prior to setting them for homework. Try to focus on one word family or spelling rule at a time, with one high frequency word as an exception. Ensure that pupils know what the word means; even if they can spell the word, they will not use it unless they know its meaning and in which context to use it.
9. Children find it easier to learn and remember words when they are divided into smaller units. For example:
* Saying words as they are spelt, e.g. Wed/nes/day and Feb/ru/ary. This helps them include indistinct sounds.
* Looking for words within words, e.g. together – to get her.
* Common letter patterns, e.g. bang, hang, rang.
10. Children should be encouraged to proof-read, which can be useful for the initial correction of spelling. Learners with dyslexia often seem to be unable to correct their spelling spontaneously as they write, but they can be supported to look out for errors that are specific to them.
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	Good feedback and marking
1. Marking is thoughtful, focusing on content rather than presentation.
2. Recognition of the small steps of progress is made.  
3. Praise (especially for learners with dyslexia) is clear and convincing and made visual where appropriate.

4. Credit is given for effort as well as achievement. 
5. Any spelling mistakes pinpointed are appropriate to the child's level of spelling. 
6. Red pens are not used for marking. There is nothing more disheartening for a child than having their work returned covered in red ink, especially for a learner with dyslexia who will have tried harder than their peers to produce the work.
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